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The Bookshop: A History of Bookselling From
the Dawn of Print to the 21st Century.

Pettegree, Andrew, The Bookshop: A History of Bookselling From the Dawn of Print
to the 21st Century. 352 pp. 2026:9 (Profile Books, UK) <768-1100>
ISBN 978-1-80522-437-2 hard ¥7,672 (#32)

Bookshops are a comforting sight on our high streets, warm and welcoming
spaces in which to browse, meet friends and occasionally buy books. They may
feel timeless, yet their history is a restless and turbulent one, filled with as many
entrepreneurial street hawkers and illicit trades as with beloved institutions. The
Bookshop, from the celebrated author of The Library and The Book at War,
explores the evolution of bookselling from the cramped collectors' shops
] frequented by Samuel Pepys to the radical feminist bookshops of the 70s, the rise
'Ihe of monolithic chains and the new world of online selling. Connecting stories and

lives that span centuries, countries and continents, The Bookshop brings us into
E?OkShOp beloved bookshops of today and looks forward to the possible experience of

hemtee Andrew  booksellers of tomorrow.
Printtathe 21t Centry PELtELTER
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Lightning Beneath the Sea: The Race to Wire
the World and the Dawn of the Information Age.

Tabor, James M., Lightning Beneath the Sea: The Race to Wire the World and the
Dawn of the Information Age. 368 pp. 2026:6 (Norton, US) <768-1106>
ISBN 978-1-324-03602-9 hard ¥7,142 (#32)

In 1854, the American entrepreneur Cyrus Field set out to lay a 2,000-mile
telegraph cable across the Atlantic. Nothing like it had ever been attempted and
Field knew nothing about electricity, telegraphy, ships or oceans. But he believed
that wiring the world for near-instantaneous communication would bring about
peace on Earth. After years of global scorn, catastrophic failures, staggering
losses and brushes with death, Field would finally lay his great cable in 1866 and
usher in the global information age as we know it. Lightning Beneath the Sea is
an unforgettable tale of radical vision, unwavering determination and triumph
against overwhelming odds, as Field and a scientific dream team-including
_ Samuel Morse, a young Lord Kelvin and Michael Faraday-battled epic storms,

JAMES M. 'TA BOR freak accidents, industrial sabotage and even the enmity of Abraham Lincoln.
From acclaimed author James M. Tabor, Lightning Beneath the Sea is the gripping
account of an epochal achievement. James M. Tabor's Forever on the Mountain was praised as: "Some
welcome perspective on an enduringly painful episode of mountaineering history...Tabor analyzes this
debacle with the doggedness of an investigative reporter and the technical knowledge of an experienced
climber." -The Wall Street Journal
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Merchants in Global Economic History: Intermediation,
Information, Trust, and Exchange.

Toshiaki, Tamaki, Merchants in Global Economic History: Intermediation,
Information, Trust, and Exchange. 144 pp. 2026:7 (Routledge, UK) <768-1008>
ISBN 978-1-04-128701-8 hard ¥47,569 (#:2)

In this book, Toshiaki analyzes merchant and entrepreneurial activity from the
11th century to 21st century, arguing that these intermediaries drive global market
expansion and institutional development, as they help to connect distant regions
and reduce information asymmetry.

The book begins by framing global economic history through the lens of homo
mobilis (the mobile human) and homo faber (the fabricating human). It argues that
global trade cannot be understood fully without considering how merchants help
markets expand through the transmission of information, trust, reputation and
commercial knowledge. The book then contextualizes this argument through a
global survey of trading empires, exploring how merchants and intermediaries
profit not through ownership of goods but the act of exchange. This long-term narrative spans from
Mesopotamian traders to Phoenician seafarers to Asian shipping agents and even the global logistics
giants of today. Through this survey, readers gain a deeper understanding of how information, trust and
circulation -- not just production -- have shaped the global economy.

Offering a compelling alternative to static economic models and supply-side theories, this book will be
of interest to scholars and students of global history, economic history, and the history of capitalism.
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Theories of Intergroup Relations: Psychological
Perspectives in Global Context.

Moghaddam, Fathali M., Theories of Intergroup Relations: Psychological
Perspectives in Global Context. 250 pp. 2026:10 (Cambridge U. Pr., UK) <768-

984>
ISBN 978-1-009-68676-1 hard ¥26,086 (#i2)
ISBN 978-1-009-68681-5 paper ¥9,203 (#id)

While intergroup relations research has expanded globally, few resources offer a
comprehensive grounding in its major theories. This book bridges that gap by
providing critical assessments of the major theories of intergroup relations, their
applied implications, and the empirical research that tests them. It traces the
development of the field by examining major theories of intergroup behavior -
from identity-based, materialist, and irrationalist perspectives to theories centered
on justice, conflict, evolution, and system justification - and also critically assesses
assimilation, multiculturalism, omniculturalism, and intergroup contact. The book
concludes by showing how integrating existing theories with feminist frameworks,
allyship, and intersectionality can help build more powerful and coherent models
for understanding intergroup relations. By systematically analyzing these approaches and their practical
applications, Theories of Intergroup Relations deepens our understanding of intergroup dynamics and
supports the development of strategies for fostering more harmonious relations among diverse groups.
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Zwangsarbeit, Medizin und Wissenschaft: Lager und
NS-Zwangsstatten als Orte von Experimenten
an Mensch und Natur.

Epple, Moritz / Steinbacher, Sybille (Hrsg.), Zwangsarbeit, Medizin und
Wissenschaft: Lager und NS-Zwangsstatten als Orte von Experimenten an
Mensch und Natur. (Dachauer Symposien zur Zeitgeschichte 23) 275 S. 2026:3
(Wallstein Vig., GW) <768-1161>
ISBN 978-3-8353-6061-7 Brosch. ¥5,280 (ftd)

Wie wurde das Wissen der Inhaftierten im System der nationalsozialistischen
Lager ausgebeutet? Wie wurde unter mérderischen Bedingungen in den Lagern
Wissen gewonnen?

In den nationalsozialistischen Zwangsstatten wurden nicht nur das Leben und
die Arbeitskraft der Inhaftierten ausgebeutet, sondern auch ihr Wissen.
Umgekehrt wurden die Lager auch zu Orten der (vermeintlichen oder
tatsdchlichen) Gewinnung von Wissen unter moérderischen Bedingungen. Die
Beitrage des Bandes gehen diesen Zusammenhéngen in den Feldern der Medizin,
der Naturwissenschaften und der Zwangsarbeit fir wissensbasierte Industrien
nach. Dabei steht unter anderem die Frage im Raum, in welchem Verhéltnis die
Gewinnung von Wissen an Inhaftierten und die Ausbeutung ihres Wissens zu den
gesellschaftlichen Wissenssystemen der Zeit standen, insbesondere zum
akademischen System. Welche Konsequenzen aus dem damaligen Geschehen missen fur die
Wissenssysteme der Gegenwart gezogen werden?

Aus dem Inhalt:
Astrid Ley: Haftlingsérzte in Konzentrationslagern. Lebensbedingungen, Handlungsspielrdume,
Dilemmata
Volker Roelcke: Konzentrationslager als Orte de-regulierter medizinischer Forschung am Menschen
Mark Spoerer: Der Einsatz von KZ-Héftlingen in der deutschen Wirtschaft
Anne Sudrow: Forschungen zur ékologischen Landwirtschaft im Konzentrationslager Dachau
Wolfgang Benz: Theresienstadt. Zur Wahrnehmung der Zwangsgemeinschaft durch Zeitgenossen,
Uberlebende und Nachfahren
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The Winner’s Curse: Behavioral
Economics Anomalies, Then and Now.

Thaler, Richard H / Imas, Alex, The Winner’s Curse: Behavioral Economics
Anomalies, Then and Now. 352 2025:10 (Simon & Schuster, US) <768-228>
ISBN 978-1-9821-6511-6 hard ¥6,699 (#iiA)

Named one of Financial Times’s Best Books of 2025, that bestselling author
RICHARD H.THALER Tim Hartford called "fun'* and "'nerdy in the best way"

« ALEX 0. IMAS
Nobel Prize winner Richard H. Thaler and rising star economist Alex O.
THE Imas explore the past, present, and cutting-edge future in behavioral
W]NNERJS economics in The Winner’s Curse.
CURSE Why do people cooperate with one another when they have no obvious
motivation to do so? Why do we hold on to possessions of little value? And why
BEHWW&MS‘E’?OMWS is the winner of an auction so often disappointed?
~THEN AND NOW - Over thirty years ago, Richard H. Thaler introduced readers to behavioral

economics in his seminal Anomalies column, written with collaborators including
Daniel Kahneman and Amos Tversky. These provocative articles challenged the fundamental idea at the
heart of economics that people are selfish, rational optimizers, and provided the foundation for what
became behavioral economics. That was then.

Now, three decades later, Thaler has teamed up with economist Alex O. Imas to write a new book with
an original and creative format. Each chapter starts with an original Anomaly, retaining the spirit of its
time stamp. Then, shifting to the present, the authors provide updates to each, asking how the original
findings have held up and how the field has evolved since then.

It turns out that the original findings not only hold up well, but they show up almost everywhere.
Anomalies pop up in people’s decisions to save for retirement and how they carry outstanding credit card
debt. Even experts fail to optimize. The key concept of loss aversion explains missed putts by PGA pros
and the selection of which stocks to sell by portfolio managers. In this era of meme stocks and Dogecoin,
it is hard to defend the view that financial markets are highly efficient. The good news, however, is that
the anomalies have gotten funnier.

With both readability and rigor, The Winner’s Curse is for anyone, from those with a cursory
understanding of economics to fellow economists. Each chapter provides a key insight into human
behavior so readers learn how to better understand the choices made by their friends, colleagues, and
customers, and they might just become better at making decisions themselves. Only recommended for
humans.
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On the Structural Transformation of the
Japanese Economy 1985-2023.

Yamashita, Takayuki / Morita, Tamaki (eds.), On the Structural Transformation of
the Japanese Economy 1985-2023. (Advances in Japanese Business and
Economics 38) 222 pp. 2026:5 (Springer, GW) <768-238>
ISBN 978-981-9572-29-8 hard ¥31,676 (#t2)

This book clarifies the cause and effect of Japan's "Lost Three Decades". By
analyzing factors such as exchange rates, industrial structure, internal migration,
and the labor market, and in part comparing them with those of the U.S. economy,

it offers new insights into the significant structural transformations that have
I On the Structural ~ occurred in the Japanese economy. It particularly highlights the different

Transformation performance between the manufacturing and non-manufacturing sectors as a
of the Japanese cause of the prolonged stagnation. The asset price bubble of the 1980s and the
E(OHOITIy strong yen in the 1990s altered the employment structure of the export-driven
1985-2023 manufacturing sector, drawing laborers to the service sector. The resulting

allocation of resources to the low-productivity service sector has delayed
Qs | €CONOMIC recovery. It also discusses problems of an excess concentration in the

Tokyo Metropolitan area. This book not only identifies structural change in the
Japanese economy but also provides a practical framework for a differential productivity economic
growth model. The studies offer a fresh understanding of Japan's economic transformation, with
implications that can be directly applied to real-world economic scenarios, making it a valuable resource
for economists, researchers, policymakers, and anyone interested in the dynamics of the Japanese
economy.
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Why Labor Unions Matter.

Lichtenstein, Nelson, Why Labor Unions Matter. (Why X Matters) 256 pp. 2026:10
(Yale U. Pr., US) <768-282>

ISBN 978-0-300-27255-0 hard ¥6,252 (#i)
. Alively and informed argument that highlights the continuing importance
WHY of unions in both shaping the economy and inspiring social and political
LABOR activism
UNIONS

MATTER From the coffee shop to the college quad, the trade union idea is once again
alive as a new American generation discovers that working-class collective action
offers a pathway to both economic security and the fulfillment of some of their
most expansive aspirations. Using contemporary accounts drawn from his own
interviews and reporting, Nelson Lichtenstein shows why trade unionism matters

NELSON in a world where, even in West Virginia, Walmart employees far outnumber coal
LICHT.EI\JSTEII\I miners, where baristas exhibit more militancy than construction workers, and
where the very definition of who is a worker and who is a boss has been legally,
organizationally, and managerially transformed so as to render contemporary
labor law largely ineffectual.

Lichtenstein demonstrates how a militant and expansive unionism can subvert and limit authoritarianism
not just in the workplace but also in the public sphere. He shows how such trade unions can raise income,
reduce racial and gender inequalities, and mobilize workers to become more socially and politically
active. Why Labor Unions Matter also reveals how general strikes, from San Francisco to Gdansk and
Sao Paulo, have been crucial to the replacement of authoritarian regimes with a radically transformative
democracy.
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Von Gerste, Gottern, Geld und Gesetzen:

Eine Kultur- und Wirtschaftsgeschichte
von Bier in der Antike.

Dro3-Krupe, Kerstin / Ruffing, Kai (Hrsg.), Von Gerste, Gottern, Geld und
Gesetzen: Eine Kultur- und Wirtschaftsgeschichte von Bier in der Antike.
(Oeconomica 2) 219 S. 2025:11 (Rombach Wissenschaft, GW) <768-1026>

ISBN Brosch. ¥16,896 (Fi5A)

Obwohl Wein oft als eine Art kulturelles Zentrum der antiken Welt verstanden
wird, war es doch das Bier, das die treibende Kraft hinter Wirtschaft und Kultur
bildete. Der vorliegende Sammelband beleuchtet aus interdisziplindrer
Perspektive, wie dieses Getrank die Gesellschaften und Kulturen der Antike
pragte. Von Mesopotamien (iber Agypten bis zum Rémischen Reich liefert der
Band eine umfassende Neubewertung von Bier als grundlegendem Bestandteil
des taglichen Lebens, der kulturellen Identitat und des Handels.

Kerstin DroB-Krispe. Kai Ruffing [Hrsg.}
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The Social Networks of Early Medieval Trading
Emporia: Harbouring Strangers in a Viking World.

Sindbaek, Soren Michael, The Social Networks of Early Medieval Trading Emporia:
Harbouring Strangers in a Viking World. (Urban Archaeological Pasts) 342 pp.
2026:9 (Cambridge U. Pr., UK) <768-1070>
ISBN 978-1-009-69190-1 hard ¥29,155 (#:2)

Trading emporia emerged in Northern Europe in the Early Middle Ages and were
the first coin-based markets and urban settlements in this region. In this study,
Soren Sindbaek proposes a new account of the origins of these trading centres by
tracing their role in hosting strangers. Sindbaek proposes that 'weak' social ties is
a widely overlooked middle ground in pre-modern societies that bridge the gap
between 'strong' family ties and formal institutions. By adapting cultural norms,
networks, and institutions, it was possible to combine a high level of trust within
an open form of society. Emporia developed when the ancient conventions of
hosting and guest-friendship became insufficient to accommodate the growing
connections between peoples brought together through seafaring. Sindbaek
demonstrates that the history of emporia is closely linked to the expansion of maritime trade, colonization,
piracy, and warfare - the basis for what we know today as the Viking Age.
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Prompt Engineering for Accounting and
Finance: Theory and Practice.

Kumar, Sunil / Chakraborty, Atreya ‘Chuck’ / Patel, Poojan, Prompt Engineering
for Accounting and Finance: Theory and Practice. 485 pp. 2026:6 (Palgrave
Macmillan, UK) <768-386>
ISBN 978-3-032-11194-4 paper ¥23,756 (#id)

% This textbook is the first resource specifically designed to equip business
PTOTDRE hreeH o for studen_t§ in ac_coun'_ung and finance with e_ls_ystematlc and practical understan_dmg
Accounting and Finance of artificial intelligence (Al). Recognizing the current gap where business
e students often lack structured guidance on applying Al to their specific

professional challenges, this book provides a comprehensive, step-by-step
framework to effectively integrate Al into accounting and finance workflows. The
textbook thoroughly addresses key areas, including foundational principles of
prompt engineering, advanced techniques such as zero-shot, few-shot, chain-of-
thought, and multimodal prompting, as well as strategies for handling structured
data and managing task-oriented Al workflows. Emphasis is placed on robust
evaluation practices, incorporating quantitative and qualitative assessments,
< alongside essential ethical considerations such as bias reduction, misinformation
preventlon model transparency, and data confidentiality. By offering clearly defined frameworks, best
practices, and detailed instructional guidance, this book serves as an indispensable resource for
developing dedicated Al-focused courses in business schools. It uniquely empowers students to
confidently harness Al tools within their professional contexts, ensuring they uphold rigorous ethical
standards while achieving accuracy and reliability in financial and accounting tasks. As the singular
resource of its kind, this textbook directly addresses the pressing educational need to prepare business
students effectively for an increasingly Al-driven professional landscape.
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Handbook of Generative Artificial Intelligence

in Accounting and Business Education.

Rana, Tarek / Azim, Mohammad / Vesty, Gillian et al. (eds.), Handbook of
Generative Artificial Inteligence in Accounting and Business Education. 1777
pp. 2026:5 (Springer, GW) <768-341>
ISBN 978-981-9546-67-1 hard ¥171,596 (t:2)

This handbook provides a comprehensive and innovative exploration of the
integration of Generative Al in accounting and business education. It contributes
to the development of cutting-edge educational practices by highlighting the
potential applications, pedagogical implications, and ethical considerations of
using Generative Al as a generative artificial intelligence tool. By bringing

vl together a diverse range of authors and perspectives, this handbook aims fosters
G i‘-,‘"”;m”iwm muI_tidiscipIinar_y d_ialogue_ z?md promote the advar_lcement of accounting _and
unting and business education in the digital age. The scope of this book encompasses various

ss Education aspects of Generative Al's integration in accounting and business education. It

covers fundamental topics such as understanding the workings of Generative Al,
its capabilities, and limitations. It further explores the pedagogical implications
of Generative Al, including personalized learning, student engagement,
motivation, and performance assessment. The handbook also examines case studies and practical
examples of successful implementation of Generative Al in accounting and business classrooms, language
learning, student feedback, and supporting students with disabilities. Additionally, this handbook explores
curriculum development and innovation by exploring the integration of Generative Al in accounting and
business curricula, simulation-based and project-based learning approaches, as well as ethical
considerations in Al-based education. It also provides insights from educators and students, offering their
perspectives, experiences, challenges, and recommendations.

It will serve as a valuable resource for educators, researchers, and professionals seeking to leverage
emerging technologies to enhance educational experiences and outcomes.
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Al in Accounting: Leveraging Artificial
Intelligence to Transform Accounting Practices.

Zaidan, Hala / Allozi, Yaser / Masa’'deh, Ra’ed (eds.), Al in Accounting:
Leveraging Artificial Inteligence to Transform Accounting Practices.
(Technological Innovation and Sustainability for Business Competitive
Advantage) 504 pp. 2026:8 (Emerald, UK) <768-357>

ISBN 978-1-80592-942-0 hard ¥28,359 (#:2)

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is revolutionizing the accounting field by enhancing

efficiency, accuracy, and strategic decision-making. As businesses increasingly
adopt Al technologies, accounting professionals must adapt to new tools that
automate routine tasks such as data entry, financial reporting, and auditing, while
also generating valuable insights for strategic financial planning.
This curated collection investigates the practical applications of Al, including
machine learning, natural language processing, and robotics, and how these
technologies enhance functions like audit and assurance, fraud detection, and
predictive analytics. Through case studies and real-world examples, the book
showcases how Al can streamline operations, improve compliance, and optimize
decision-making in the financial world.

Furthermore, the book contributes to the field by addressing both the opportunities and challenges Al
presents, offering strategies for overcoming technical, ethical, and regulatory hurdles.

Technological Innovation and Sustainability for Business Competitive Advantage highlights business
problems faced by institutions in a scientific way, finding possible practical solutions. Contributing to
setting and improving business theories and practices and encouraging scientific research in technological
innovation and sustainability, volumes activate dialogue between academics, practitioners and individuals
and provide recommendations to improve institutions.
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The Constitution Cannot Save Us: Why We Can
No Longer Rely on Our Founding Document.

Seidman, Louis Michael, The Constitution Cannot Save Us: Why We Can No
Longer Rely on Our Founding Document. 256 pp. 2026:8 (The New Pr., US) <768-
451>
ISBN 979-88-938506-1-1 hard ¥7,142 (#32)

/F Constitutional theorists on the Right and the Left are united in the belief that
constitutional law and review by the Supreme Court are crucial to the success of

: -9 - the American experiment. Both sides believe that, on issues ranging from

CONSTI U ON affirmative action, reproductive freedom, and gun control, to economic

CANNOT regulation, regulation of speech, and the role of religion in American society,
SAVE US popular democracy is just too dangerous to go unchecked.

In a radical and paradigm-shifting argument sure to change the debate about the

WHY WE CAN . . . . .

NO LONGER RELY rule of law in the age of Trump, leading constitutional law scholar Louis Michael

ON OUR Seidman argues that the American Constitution lacks the resources to address our

FOUNDING DOCUMENT current problems, and that reliance on it risks making the challenges that face us

LOUIS MICHAEL SEIDMAN worse. Seidman, called "one of our greatest living constitutional scholars" by
Georgetown University Law professor Rosa Brooks, understands that a natural
reaction to the current danger is to shore up the foundations of constitutional
theory, uniting in the defense of "the rule of law." But he sees this response as gravely mistaken and bound
to fail. As he writes in the introduction, "no one should be fooled into thinking that a legal strategy will
stop the broad thrust of the Trump revolution.”

Seidman reviews and critiques prevalent constitutional theories on the Right and the Left, from
originalism to "living constitutionalism," highlighting ways in which they fail to meet the current moment.
Instead, he charts a different way forward. If both sides ended their dogmatic insistence that divisive
social issues can be definitively settled by a piece of aging parchment, we might ease political tensions
and begin a respectful and productive debate about the deep grievances that are tearing the country apart.
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Humanitarian Assistance Iin
International Law.

Sharpe, Marina, Humanitarian Assistance in International Law. 304 pp. 2026:7
(Oxford U. Pr., UK) <768-545>

ISBN 978-0-19-899470-1 hard ¥32,224 (#:32)

e g Humanitarian Assistance in International Law provides a comprehensive

«= % 7 account of how international law governs humanitarian assistance across all
( 2 '\'T contexts in which it is delivered: armed conflict, situations of violence not
e Z TR s amounting to armed conflict, disasters, mixed situations, and at sea. The book has

two main parts. Part 1l sets out the core legal framework. Beginning with an
analysis of the humanitarian principles of humanity, impartiality, neutrality, and

B WL independence, it then turns to the international legal rules applicable in armed
Humanitarian

F Assistance in |
|+ International
Law Y )
[P

Marina Sharpe

r )

conflict, including preventive assistance and emergency relief operations. The
latter are addressed in depth, including practical modalities and arrangements; the
legal framework; how understanding of this framework has evolved; and
supplementary rules privileging certain types of assistance. Dedicated sections
examine the unlawful impeding of relief operations, with a focus on military

necessity and siege warfare, as well as individual accountability and international responsibility for
violations. Part 11 also considers the legal regulation of humanitarian assistance in peacetime, including
in disaster, mixed, and maritime contexts. Part Il examines the major categories of international
humanitarian actors: the United Nations, non-state actors, and states. For each type of actor, the book
explores its historical and contemporary engagement with humanitarian assistance and how international
law regulates and facilitates its work, including protections for operations and personnel. Humanitarian
assistance has become one of the most urgent and contested issues in international affairs. This timely,
ambitious, and exhaustively researched book will enable students, scholars, humanitarian practitioners,
military officers, and foreign policy officials to engage with it more effectively.
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Democracy in Japan:
The Logic of One-Party Dominance.

Taniguchi, Masaki, Democracy in Japan: The Logic of One-Party Dominance.
202 pp. 2026 (State U. New York Pr., US) <768-626>
ISBN 979-88-558-0605-2 *hard ¥24,563 (#i:2)

Analyzes Japanese democracy utilizing a comprehensive survey of
politicians and voters.

Democracy in Japan is based on the monumental UTokyo-Asahi Survey, a
survey of Japanese voters and political leaders conducted over two decades. It
Demoeracy succeeds in estimating the preferences of individual politicians-including prime
in Japan : ministers and other top leaders-in the most straightforward and reliable way and
comparing them with voters on the same scale. As a result, Masaki Taniguchi
shows, the survey empirically reveals that the Liberal Democratic Party has been
able to maintain one-party dominance despite its unprecedented shift to the right
since 2012-not because voters' preferences have become more conservative but
because it has maintained its valence in economic policy, which is not related to
the left-right axis in Japan.
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Pillars of Peace: Why There Are So Many
Conflicts in Africa and How We Can End Them.

Adedokun, Ayokunu, Pillars of Peace: Why There Are So Many Conflicts in Africa
and How We Can End Them. 292 pp. 2026:11 (Cambridge U. Pr., UK) <768-650>
ISBN 978-1-009-87943-9 hard ¥27,621 (#:2)
ISBN 978-1-009-87944-6 paper ¥8,593 (#id)

Why does conflict remain a defining challenge across Africa, and how can
sustainable peace be achieved? Drawing on five centuries of African intellectual
thought, original fieldwork, archival research, and over twenty case studies, Pillars
of Peace redefines how we understand conflict and how sustainable peace can be
built. Ayokunu Adedokun develops three central contributions. First, the book
demonstrates how conflict emerges from the interaction of historical legacies,
structural conditions, and post-conflict dynamics. Second, Adedokun introduces
an original approach to sustainable peace that integrates African intellectual
traditions, including decolonial scholarship and the relational ethics of Ubuntu,
while recognising the constructive role of global partnerships. Finally, the study
explains why sustainable peace requires the integrated reconstruction of three core pillars: security and
public order, political and governance systems, and economic and development foundations within a
unified peace architecture. Bridging theory and practice, Pillars of Peace advances a new paradigm for
understanding conflict and building sustainable peace globally.
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Oil Wars: The Struggle for Control
That Has Shaped the Modern World.

Laron, Guy, Oil Wars: The Struggle for Control That Has Shaped the Modern World.
576 pp. 2026:10 (Yale U. Pr., US) <768-1097>
ISBN 978-0-300-27964-1 hard ¥8,485 (%)

Avital history of oil and politics, showing how the struggle to control energy
corridors and chokepoints shaped the modern world

For the last twenty years, Putin's Russia has weaponised its vast resources of oil
and gas, trying to use them to dominate Ukraine and, later, with growing audacity,
challenge NATO itself. But this is far from the first time this tactic has been used.
Over the last 150 years, access to oil and gas has repeatedly been used as a tool to
gain an advantage.

Looking at the global picture-including Vietnam, India, and Egypt-Guy Laron
charts the connection between oil, gas, and political power from the First World
War through the Cold War to the crises of today. He shows how political actors
leveraged their power through key chokepoints: production sites, pipelines, and
even refineries. Whilst at the same time, companies lobbied states to block rivals
and eliminate competition. This has been a high-stakes game over the controlling heights of the world
economy that continues until this very day.
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Sociology of Gender in India:
Contemporary Issues and Perspectives.

Kumar, Pushpesh / Patgiri, R. / Dungdung, D. A. (eds.), Sociology of Gender in
India: Contemporary Issues and Perspectives. 220 pp. 2026:6 (Cambridge U. Pr.,
UK) <768-694>
ISBN 978-1-009-71728-1 hard ¥27,621 (#:2)

Sociology of Gender in India brings together feminist and queer scholarship to
chart the changing landscape of gender debates in Indian Sociology. Spanning over
five decades of disciplinary evolution, this volume interrogates how gender, caste,
sexuality, class, and digitalization intersect in shaping contemporary social life.
With essays by a new generation of scholars, it critically engages with
foundational debates in kinship, marriage, labour, media, nationalism, and
pedagogy, while foregrounding neglected areas such as femtech, queer
infrastructures, and digital precarity. The volume not only reanimates classic
concerns of Indian feminist sociology but also aims to intervene in global
conversations on intersectionality, decolonial knowledge, and the sociology of
everyday life. At once reflective and forward-looking, this book strives to be a necessary contribution for
students, teachers, and researchers invested in the sociology of gender and its transformative possibilities
in contemporary India.
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Family Talk Online: Multimodality,
Technology and Identity.

Choe, Hanwool, Family Talk Online: Multimodality, Technology and Identity. 280
pp. 2026:11 (Cambridge U. Pr., UK) <768-1219>
ISBN 978-1-009-56372-7 hard ¥30,690 (%::2)
ISBN 978-1-009-56377-2 paper ¥9,820 (#i2)

Not long ago, the dinner table was the heart of everyday family life, a place where
everyone gathered after work or school to share their day over food. Today, instant
messaging has become a new kind of virtual dinner table. Families move, live
apart, and span generations, yet family talk continues-online. This fascinating
book explores how contemporary families, including families-in-law, gather and
connect in family chatrooms. Through the lens of Interactional Sociolinguistics
2.0, it shows how family members use not just language but also everyday photos
and videos to build family talk, manage familial relationships, and shape family
identity. Offering a detailed sociolinguistic and cultural account, it highlights three
key phenomena that define family group chats: text-image-participant relations,
multimodal displays of power and solidarity, and the interplay of frames and chronotopes. Together, these
insights reveal how family talk continues to thrive in the digital age, beyond the dinner table.
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Women in Textiles: Remuneration, Labour Relations,
and Gender in Europe during Industrialization
(Eighteenth to Early Twentieth Centuries).

Martini, Manuela (ed.), Women in Textiles: Remuneration, Labour Relations, and
Gender in Europe during Industrialization (Eighteenth to Early Twentieth
Centuries). (Women of the Past 6) 270 pp. 2026:4 (Brepols, BE) <768-1099>
ISBN 978-2-503-61987-3 hard ¥35,640 (#t:2)

This volume investigates the gendered dynamics of labour in the French and
European textile industries, focusing on the economic roles of women within and
beyond the household. While the presence of women in textile production is well
documented, this collection probes deeper into the structure of their remuneration,
the division of labour between domestic and income-generating tasks, and the
temporal organization of work. By examining how working-class families
balanced household responsibilities with wage labour, the book reconstructs the
composition of individual and family incomes across a range of textile trades,
including silk weaving, hosiery, lacemaking, and glove-making.

Combining original qualitative and quantitative sources with innovative
methodologies from the digital humanities, the contributors offer a nuanced analysis of both normative
frameworks and everyday practices. The volume situates the household as a central unit of economic
activity and social negotiation, revealing how gender shaped access to work, time allocation, and the
valuation of labour. Through this interdisciplinary approach, the chapters gathered here provide new
insights into the historical construction of wage systems and the lived realities of working-class women
in Europe in the eighteenth to early twentieth centuries.
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Wine: A Global History.

Burk, Kathleen, Wine: A Global History. 640 pp. 2026:10 (Profile Books, UK) <768-
1001>
ISBN 978-1-78816-898-4 hard ¥9,207 (#2)

In the beginning, there was the vine. Wine: a drink, a medicine, a ritual and a
commaodity. Across millennia, it has been used to celebrate and commiserate, as a
negotiating tool and a diplomatic gift. But where - and when - was it first
discovered? And how did it become a worldwide phenomenon? From the planting
of grape seeds in conquered territories across Ancient Rome, to the uprooting of
vineyards during the Chinese Communist Revolution, this is the first truly global
survey of wine from acclaimed historian Kathleen Burk. From a symbol of
civilisation to the depths of debauchery, the formation of new trade routes to the
consolidation of empires, Burk traces the story of our contemporary civilisation
through one of the world's most ancient - and sought-after - pleasures.
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Small Towns and Cities in World History:
From the Middle Ages to the Present.

Clark, Peter (ed.), Small Towns and Cities in World History: From the Middle Ages
to the Present. (Studies in European Urban History (1100 - 1800), 68) 272 pp.
2026:7 (Brepols, BE) <768-1011>
ISBN 978-2-503-61001-6 hard ¥26,136 (%)

This volume provides for the first time a comparative view of the development
of small towns and smaller cities across the world from the Middle Ages to the
present day. It examines the evolution of their role and impact in the main urban
networks and systems in Europe, Asia, the Middle East, Africa and the
Americas. It focuses on key topics and cutting edge questions relating to the
urban economy, population, social life, governance and cultural life. Reassessing
the conventional picture of small towns in decline, it argues for the dynamic
dimension of their development and their importance for global
urbanisation over the long run. This is a major pioneering study, bringing
together the latest research by leading and younger scholars which sheds sustained
light on a major component of the urban system in both the Global North and South thus makes an
essential contribution to understanding world urban development over time.
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Mut und Widerstand: Wie Judinnen und Juden
sich im NS-Alltag zur Wehr setzten.

Gruner, Wolf, Mut und Widerstand: Wie Judinnen und Juden sich im NS-Alltag zur
Wehr setzten. (Studien zu Ressentiments in Geschichte und Gegenwart 10) 250
S. 2026:3 (Wallstein VIg., GW) <768-1019>
ISBN 978-3-8353-6042-6 Geb. ¥8,448 #3)

Die ab 1933 einsetzenden MaRnahmen des NS-Regimes zur Verfolgung und
Entrechtung der deutschen und spéter auch der européischen Judinnen und Juden
haben nach allgemeiner Auffassung bei den Betroffenen kaum &ffentlichen
Widerspruch ausgeldst. Wolf Gruner widerspricht dieser verbreiteten Vorstellung
von judischer Passivitat. Er erzéhlt das Leben von fiinf judischen Menschen —
einem Kaufmann, einer Hausfrau, einem Immobilienmakler und zwei
Jugendlichen —, die sich der NS-Judenverfolgung widersetzten. Jede Geschichte

Mut und Widerstand steht fur eine vom Autor benannte Kategorie individuellen Widerstands: Kampf

Wie Jicdinner und

Vet ey gegen NS-Propaganda und gegen antijiidische Mafnahmen, miindlicher und

zur Wehr setaten

schriftlicher Protest gegen die Verfolgung sowie Selbstverteidigung gegen
Angriffe. So loste der 17-jahrige Hans Oppenheimer 1940 falsche Feueralarme aus,
um von alliierten Bombentreffern abzulenken. Henriette Schéfer kritisierte 1938
offentlich das Novemberpogrom. Jedes Leben steht fiir viele andere Félle, wie der Autor mit Dutzenden
weiteren Beispielen demonstriert. Fiir ihren individuellen Widerstand in Deutschland und Osterreich
biRten jidische Frauen und Manner mit Gefangnisstrafen; manche erhielten die Todesstrafe. Eine breitere
Definition, die Uber das traditionelle Verstandnis von Widerstand als kollektiv und bewaffnet hinausgeht,
sowie zahlreiche neue Quellen verédndern unseren Blick und zerstéren die verbreitete Annahme judischer
Passivitat.
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Sparta: The Rise and Fall of an
Ancient Superpower.

Bayliss, Andrew, Sparta: The Rise and Fall of an Ancient Superpower. 384 pp.
2026:5 (Norton, US) <768-1039>
ISBN 978-1-324-11751-3 hard ¥7,815 (#ia)

For thousands of years, the ancient Greek city-state of Sparta has been famed as
the ultimate warrior society. The flowing crimson capes and bronze shields of
Spartan warriors remain the enduring image of masculine bravery, austerity, and
toughness; King Leonidas's 300 soldiers at Thermopylae the quintessential
example of courageous self-sacrifice in battle. But who were the Spartans, really-
and how did they rise from a humble village in the Peloponnese to become the
dominant military power of ancient Greece? In this landmark new history,
renowned Sparta expert Andrew Bayliss delivers a strikingly clarifying,
relentlessly complex portrait of a culture and people long shrouded in myth.
Sifting masterfully through historical records and modern archaeological
evidence, Bayliss traces the shifting alliances and volatile conflicts Spartans
faced during the city-state's evolution from a minor hamlet in the Peloponnese to
the foremost power of ancient Greece. In vivid detail, Bayliss brings to life the excruciating training, rigid
dietary habits, and extreme discipline that molded the warriors of history's most renowned military power.
He also lays bare lesser-known aspects of Spartan society that complicate its egalitarian reputation,
including complex gender dynamics, stark wealth inequality, and its brutal exploitation of slave labor.
With incisive analysis, Bayliss illuminates how the Spartans' ruthless might, unparalleled military
ambition, and singular exclusivity fueled their seemingly unstoppable rise-and how those same factors
became their undoing. Enthralling and informative in equal measure, Sparta will stand for decades as the
definitive history of one of antiquity's most legendary civilizations-from its meteoric rise to its surprising
downfall.
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Des moines et des actes: Les pratiques de I'écrit
diplomatique chez les cisterciens au xiie siecle (La
Ferté, Pontigny, Clairvaux, Morimond).

Hellas-Baron, Marléne, Des moines et des actes: Les pratiques de I’écrit
diplomatique chez les cisterciens au xiie siecle (La Ferté, Pontigny, Clairvaux,
Morimond). (Atelier de recherche sur les textes médiévaux 36) 360 p. 2026:5
(Brepols, BE) <768-1058>
ISBN 978-2-503-61813-5 broché ¥29,040 (#t:2)

Au cours du Xlle siécle, les quatre premieres filles de Citeaux (traditionnellement
reconnues, en tenant compte des travaux récents sur Preuilly peut-étre fondée en
1116), fondées entre 1113 et 1117, ont eu des pratiques communes, a savoir un réel
empressement a obtenir des écrits pour préserver la mémoire de leurs acquisitions
accompagné d’un souci constant de conservation de leurs originaux, la rédaction
d’une grande majorité de leurs actes par leurs scriptoria respectifs, une forte
tendance a se tourner vers les évéques pour notifier et/ou confirmer leurs
documents. Si le recours aux pancartes est une pratique courante, presque une
routine, a La Ferté, Clairvaux et Morimond pour toute la période, a Pontigny en
revanche un autre choix a été fait en mettant en chantier dés les années 1160 un
premier cartulaire. Ces dissemblances sont liées non seulement a la structure différente des acquisitions
faites par les monastéres entre, d’une part, les trois premiers qui ont vu grossir leurs patrimoines par
I’entrée d’une multitude de biens de petite taille et, d’autre part, Pontigny qui a acquis des terres de plus
grandes dimensions, mais aussi aux usages des diocéses dans lesquels ils sont implantés. Celui d”Auxerre
en effet ne semble pas avoir eu recours aux pancartes alors que la pratique s’est développée dans ceux de
Langres, de Toul, de Chalon ou encore de Besangon, notamment pour notifier les biens acquis par les
ordres nouveaux, cisterciens comme prémontrés. Dans ces conditions, ces quatre abbayes sont a la fois
des réceptrices d’usages extérieurs qu’elles adaptent & leurs besoins et des productrices de solutions
innovantes pour traiter la documentation regue.
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The Fifth Crusade: A History of the Epic
Campaign to Conquer Egypt.

Smith, Thomas, The Fifth Crusade: A History of the Epic Campaign to Conquer
Egypt. 304 pp. 2026:7 (Yale U. Pr., US) <768-1071>
ISBN 978-0-300-28395-2 hard ¥7,815 (%)

TRHE o W smih Afascin_ating account of the Fifth Crusade, the campaign to conquer Egypt
and regain the Holy Land

; CRUS.HDE In 1217, the _crusader states were in a highly fragile condition. The Fourth
A sl Crusade had failed, and Jerusalem had not been recovered. The crusaders now set
L Epic Campuaign their sights on Egypt. If the breadbasket of the Mediterranean could be conquered,
[ long-term Christian control of the Holy Land could be ensured. Led by the rulers

7~ of Hungary and Austria, and backed by the Knights Templar and Hospitaller, the
Fifth Crusade was launched.

Thomas Smith tells the gripping story of the crusade for Egypt. Looking at a
wide range of Christian and Muslim sources, Smith sheds new light on the brutal
reality of medieval combat on land and water. We see a dramatic beach landing,
the invention of a unique floating siege engine, and the conquest of the crucial port city of Damietta-one
of the most famous and successful sieges of the crusades. Smith provides fresh insights into strategy,
showing how, despite early victories, foolish decision making meant that the crusaders ultimately
snatched defeat from the jaws of victory.
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Harold: Warrior King.

Licence, Tom, Harold: Warrior King. (The English Monarchs Series) 416 pp. 2026:8
(Yale U. Pr., US) <768-1077>
ISBN 978-0-300-25295-8 hard ¥8,485 (#ia)

An authoritative life of Harold II, the king who died at the Battle of
Hastings in 1066

Harold Godwinson is renowned as the king who lost England to the invading
William the Conqueror in 1066. Infamous legends, invented by the Victorians,
surround his life, corrupting our idea of him. But who was the real Harold 11?

In this major new biography, Tom Licence reveals the truth behind the nineteenth-
century myths. Moving from Harold's childhood and his adventures as an earl in

WARRKILIOL Edward the Confessor's court, to his nine-month reign and the bloody battles at
5 0 eA~  itsend, Licence rewrites the story of his life at every turn. We see Harold's rupture

= =————— with his family, his cultivation of alliances, and his political interventions at home
TOM LICENCE and overseas. He seized the throne as a skilled political leader who was the prime
candidate to unite a realm divided by rebellion. And, when war came to English shores, Harold managed
the conflict as well as any commander could.
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Tyrants and Rogues: Understanding
the Declaration of Independence.

Parkinson, Robert G., Tyrants and Rogues: Understanding the Declaration of
Independence. 352 pp. 2026:6 (Norton, US) <768-1129>
ISBN 978-1-324-12454-2 hard ¥7,142 (#i2)

For the 250 years since it was written and proclaimed to the world, the
Declaration of Independence, and the words of its preamble-"all men are created
o O equal”, "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness"-have animated those striving
TY RANTS for freedom arounq the .World. Yet as Robert G. Parkinspn shows, the men wh_o
e wrote the Declaration did not view the preamble as the important part; rather, it

S was the list of grievances that they spent their time labouring over. Here they

ROG UES identified the tyrants and rogues who oppressed the colonists, and eventually
: waged war on them, inflamed slave revolts, forced them to fight against their
: countrymen and more. Parkinson gives us the Declaration anew-and in the
process opens up an expansive view of the contingency of the Revolutionary
el moment, showing that the patriots were not so much philosophers as they were
politicians and war-makers.
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