KBOA-08 / July 2022
BRITISH
o SFERSET I

WA FVAED—REHDAL T4 THRRTREIC
<EEES - BFL - AXYAHRED>

ritish Online Archives 7VF1ya A 54 P—HA1TR

BRIV o TS e Ia— VTSI s B EXDE SR

The Industrial Revolution: Technological Innovation
in the Textile Industry, 1672-1929
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“About the year 1772 | began to endeavor to find out, if possible, a better way of making cotton yarn than was then
in general use; being grieved at the bad yarn | had to weave. But to be short, it took me six years. ”
Samuel Crompton, Dec1802
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The Crompton papers, 1672-1929

The Crompton papers are arranged chronologically. About half the documents date from the lifetime of
Samuel Crompton, though relatively few are from the pre-1790 period. The emphasis, therefore, is on the
later part of Crompton's lifetime when the mule had become the dominant spinning machine and Crompton
had been left a widower, with five sons and a daughter
to bring up. Most of the remaining documents cover
the years up to 1860 and provide insights into
activities associated with Crompton's commemoration,
as well as into the business concerns of his sons.
Letters predominate in the archive. Bills and accounts
concerning both business and domestic transactions
are also well represented in the archive. Amongst other
items are newspaper cuttings, which mostly relate to
Crompton's commemoration, and property descriptions
and valuations.

The Heywood papers, 1799-1866

The Heywood papers are arranged thematically. Part 1 contains
correspondence from 1808-1820, mostly business letters of John and
Robert Heywood (of Heywood and Son quilting manufacturers),
principally from their business contacts in London, Manchester,
Liverpool, Gibraltar, and Jamaica (Montego Bay). Part 2 contains
correspondence consisting chiefly of letters from political and other
associates of Robert Heywood. Including several items regarding
the Chartist movement and riot of 1838 and other contemporary
political issues such as the abolition movement and the abolition of
the slave trade (1808), the anti-corn law movement, and, in
international politics, the American Civil War and the impact that it may have on transatlantic trade. And
Part 3 includes Robert Heywood's travel Journals and the correspondence and papers which relate to those
trips. It also contains miscellaneous additional travel-related papers such as letters on friends' travels in
Europe.
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